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FRED L. BANKS, JR. – A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS
Jim Rosenblatt*
“There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the
heaven.” 1
INTRODUCTION
Fred L. Banks, Jr. (hereinafter Banks) has led a remarkable life with
a professional career that has had a profound impact on his community, his
state, the legal profession, business, and individuals. In his eight decades
of life he has excelled at every turn and taken on immense challenges with
grace and aplomb.
It struck me that Banks's life can be divided into four distinct
segments which can be grouped into the four seasons of the year. The
Spring season (1942 to 1968) watches a young Banks grow up in
Mississippi during World War II and the postwar years and engage in his
primary, secondary, college, and professional education. The Summer
season (1968 to 1985) sees Banks engage in civil rights litigation in a
turbulent period in Mississippi’s history and move to the House of
Representatives as one of the pioneer African American legislators. The
Fall season (1985 to 2001) witnesses Banks donning judicial robes and
serving as a circuit court trial judge and an appellate justice on the
Mississippi Supreme Court. The Winter season (2001 to 2022) follows
Banks’s move to the Phelps Dunbar firm where as a senior partner he
litigates on behalf of and offers counsel to a wide range of clients. All four
seasons of Banks's life must be viewed to understand and appreciate the full
measure of his work and his contributions.
Other articles in this volume appropriately and thoroughly capture
Banks’s professional work and contributions. However, this article is
designed not only to provide insights into the professional life of Banks but
also to delve into the personal aspects of his life that reveal his personality,
character, and traits. The article includes quotes from colleagues from his
legal practice, from his legislative service in the Mississippi House of
Representatives, and from his judicial tenure on the trial and appellate
bench as well as from friends and family members. The author is indebted
*

Jim Rosenblatt is a Mississippi native, receiving his B.A. degree in Philosophy
cum laude from Vanderbilt University and his JD degree from Cornell Law School. He
served as an Army Judge Advocate officer for 30 years, retiring as a Colonel. He led
Mississippi College School of Law as its seventh dean from 2003 to 2014, as Dean
Emeritus and Professor of Law from 2014 to 2021, and as Dean Emeritus since 2021.
1
Ecclesiastes 3:1 (New International Version).
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to all those who contributed quotes for the article as well as background
information, facts, and figures.
SPRING SEASON–EARLY FORMATIVE YEARS AND EDUCATION
Banks was born in Jackson, Mississippi, on September 1, 1942, in
a birthing house on Rondo Street and was delivered by Dr. George A.
Carmichael, who traveled to Jackson from Canton to welcome Banks into
this world.2
After my birth, my parents moved to Detroit, Michigan, for
a period, before returning to Canton, where we resided in a
small building which also housed Peoples Undertaking
Company in Canton. I was three years old. When I turned
four I began to attend Holy Child Jesus Catholic School in
Canton, beginning with kindergarten and through grades
one and two. Our family later moved to Jackson when my
mother was hired as a registered nurse at the Veterans
Administration Hospital in Jackson. I then began to attend
Holy Ghost Catholic School in Jackson in the third grade. I
remained a student at Holy Ghost through the tenth grade.
For the eleventh grade I transferred to Lanier High School,
which by then had located to a site one half of a block from
our residence on Campbell Street. 3
Banks’s longtime friend and associate Reuben Anderson
remembers his early relationship with Banks extending to their elementary
school years:
I first met Justice Banks as a fifth grader in the 1950’s. He
was always the smartest student in every class.

2
In addition to the written interview I conducted with Banks, Mississippi
Administrative Office of Courts Public Information Officer Beverly Pettigrew Kraft
conducted an oral history interview with Banks which began on March 3, 2003 after he
had departed from his position as Presiding Justice on the Mississippi Supreme Court. I
have used this oral history for background information. This oral history is on file at the
University
of
Southern
Mississippi
and
can
be
viewed
at
https://usm.access.preservica.com/uncategorized/IO_5a37a2c9-a759-4e03-8189f8d601ce9009/.
3
The quotes in this article are from interviews, email responses, letters, and
telephone conversations.
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Banks recalls his days of Catholic primary education with Anderson
which developed into a lifelong relationship:
I met Reuben Anderson when he came to Holy Ghost two
years after I got there and we were both in the fifth grade.
We were baptized Catholic together in the sixth grade. We
were good friends and served altar boy duty together when
it was our turn in the ensuing years. Reuben also left Holy
Ghost after the tenth grade and transferred to Jim Hill High
School, which at that time was about one block from where
he resided.
Banks recalls with fondness his two years at Lanier High School
where he played varsity basketball and baseball. This athletic opportunity
was significant in his decision to attend Lanier. He excelled in his studies
and found favor with his teachers in Math, Science, History, and English.
Banks's decision as to where to attend college points to how a school
successfully recruits students and how he engaged in a leap of faith. Banks
explains:
During my senior year, Howard University came to my
attention. It was a well thought of institution, and
importantly it actively recruited students throughout the
South. Howard came to Jackson and administered its own
examination to graduating students. Students from the two
black high schools, Jim Hill and Lanier, deemed likely
candidates, were identified. The examination by Howard
was administered at Lanier. After having been offered a
partial scholarship, I decided to attend Howard despite the
fact that I had never seen the campus and knew no one who
attended. My parents supported my decision, and off I went.
Like students today who wrestle with the decision as to what to
study in college and with the decision as to what career path to pursue,
Banks changed course during his time at Howard. He recalls:
My undergraduate career was less than stellar, however. I
had considered pursuing a career in engineering, but did not
have the high school math prerequisites for admission to the
School of Engineering. After a few stumbles, I wound up in
Business Administration. I enjoyed the courses and my
family was in the funeral home business in Mississippi, so
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there was a fit. Serendipitously, however, that choice also
exposed me to lawyers who taught some of the courses. The
Taxation teacher was both a CPA and a lawyer. The
Property teacher was also a lawyer. My career goal
changed, and law became an option. That option was
solidified when during my last year as an undergraduate I
shared an apartment with a first-year law student at Howard
Law School.
Banks entered law school at Howard in 1965 at the height of the
Civil Rights movement in the United States. Banks recalls:
When I entered law school, the Civil Rights movement was
in full bore. While returning to Mississippi was always my
goal, whether to join the family business or otherwise, the
career change to law and the impact of law on change in
Mississippi solidified the aspiration.
Banks’s law class was a special one, replete with fellow students
who would go on to positions of prominence and influence. One of his
fellow students–H. Patrick Swygert–joined Banks in his undergraduate and
law school studies at Howard, would later become the President of Howard
University, and now serves as President Emeritus. He recalls clearly his
classmate Banks:
The Class of 1968 is sometimes referred to as the pacesetter
class: seven state and federal judges and one state Supreme
Court Justice, seven law professors including the first
tenured African American law Professor at Columbia
(Kellis Parker), former Secretary of the U.S. Army (Togo D.
West, Jr.), several General Counsels of state and federal
agencies (Gail Berry West), and two university presidents
(Walter Leonard and H. Patrick Swygert). And in my
opinion Fred was THE pacesetter in law and has continued
to be so. Just as I relied upon Fred in statistics
(undergraduate), I and many of our law school classmates
turned to Fred for help. And, thankfully, he gave it. Fred
has given much and warrants much praise.
A law school classmate of Banks mentioned by President Swygert
was Gail Berry West who, along with her late husband Secretary of the

2022]

A MAN FOR ALL SEASONS

359

Army Togo West, held significant government positions. She clearly saw
the potential greatness of her classmate when she recalls:
When my dear late husband (Togo D. West, Jr.) and I were
attending Howard Law School (1965-1968), there was a
fellow student in our class named Fred L. Banks, Jr. Even in
our first year of law school and the two years following, we
knew that Fred Banks was destined for greatness. When we
graduated, we were concerned that Fred was returning to his
home town of Jackson, Mississippi, to practice law as we
knew that it was a challenging place for African Americans.
Fred was determined nevertheless to return home to help
African Americans achieve equality. We followed his career
from the Mississippi legislature to the Supreme Court of
Mississippi and into an integrated private practice law firm.
I know Togo joins me in saluting our outstanding law school
classmate on all of his achievements, which we knew would
be his over 53 years ago.
A distinguished Army colleague of mine, Colonel (Retired) William
“Bill” Greene, who enjoyed a stellar career as an Army Judge Advocate
officer, was not in Banks's section at Howard Law but remarked that
everyone at Howard knew this budding superstar. His description of Banks
follows:
I know that Fred has had a stellar career in Mississippi and
beyond, and that was expected, for he was indeed one of the
brighter lights of the Howard Law Class of 1968. We were
in different sections, so I did not have much social or
personal contact with him as did many others. But I knew
that he was a smart and friendly classmate who walked with
confidence in achieving his goals of becoming an
outstanding lawyer.
Law school classmate Sharon Pratt later became mayor of the
District of Columbia. In a few words she described Banks so completely:
He was outstanding.
Banks graduated cum laude from Howard Law School in 1968 and
stood second in his graduating class. The world lay open before him.
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SUMMER SEASON–ROILING YEARS OF CIVIL RIGHTS PRACTICE AND
LEGISLATIVE SERVICE
In spite of having the opportunity to practice in New York or
Washington, D.C., Banks stuck by his decision to return to Mississippi and
to be a change agent in the Civil Rights movement. Following his
graduation from Howard School of Law, Banks took a bar examination
preparation course in Washington and sat for the District of Columbia bar
examination in June. The day following the District of Columbia bar
examination, Banks packed up and drove to Jackson, Mississippi, with his
wife and three-month-old daughter.
In preparation for his law practice in Mississippi, Banks had agreed
to accept a position with the Jackson office of the NAACP Legal Defense
Fund (LDF) that was founded by Marian Wright Edelman. He recalls:
When I arrived, the only lawyers in that office were Reuben
Anderson and Mel Leventhal. Mel was not yet licensed.
Reuben, who received the diploma privilege, then in effect,
for the University of Mississippi Law School, was the only
licensed lawyer in the office. At the same time, the office
had begun to file motions for new plans for school
desegregation, statewide, in response to a U.S. Supreme
Court decision which was handed down in May. Thus, there
was only one licensed lawyer to argue those motions in court
or present any other filings and arguments in courts, State
or Federal.
Before he could appear in court Banks had to be admitted to practice
in Mississippi. However, the first hurdle Banks had to take on was the
Mississippi bar examination. In 1968 graduates of the University of
Mississippi School of Law enjoyed the benefit of diploma privilege and did
not have to take a bar exam. I can imagine that Banks needled his longtime friend Reuben Anderson–a graduate of the University of Mississippi
School of Law–that Anderson had not met the full measure of being an
attorney without that crucible experience. In this period of protectionism,
the pass rate for the Mississippi bar exam was low. Recall that in 1968 only
graduates of the Jackson School of Law and out-of-state law graduates were
required to take the Mississippi bar exam.
The Mississippi bar exam was to be administered in September.
While having the benefit of the experience of preparing for and taking the
District of Columbia Bar examination, Banks did not have a similar
opportunity in Mississippi. He recalls:
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There was no bar review course offered in Mississippi
except the one administered by what was then known as the
Jackson School of Law, a proprietary law school owned by
the Satterfield law firm in Jackson. That bar review course
was not available to black applicants. Indeed, I was denied
admission to attend because of my race.
Nonetheless, Banks confidently looked the Mississippi bar
examination in the face and took and passed it with flying colors when the
pass rate that year was only 57%. He was admitted to the Bar in Mississippi
and immediately began his practice. Interestingly, he also passed the
District of Columbia bar examination but did not get those results until he
was already admitted to practice in Mississippi. Banks did not even bother
traveling to Washington for the admission ceremony there, but applied for
admission by mail and was admitted to practice in the District of Columbia
in January 1969. It is indeed ironic that Banks later served as a member of
the Mississippi Board of Bar Admissions from 1979 to 1981 and was
involved in the legislative effort to reform the bar examination process.
Once Banks was admitted to the Mississippi Bar he began to appear
on behalf of plaintiffs in school desegregation cases in the Northern
District. The Southern District cases were consolidated for hearing en
masse before the three Southern District Court judges–Judge Cox, Judge
Russell and Judge Nixon. Representing plaintiffs in those cases were
Reuben Anderson, Mel Leventhal, and other Legal Defense Fund lawyers.
One of Banks’s fellow attorneys was Melvyn “Mel” Leventhal who
now practices in New York City. He recalls clearly his early years of his
Civil Rights practice in Mississippi and his relationship with his fellow law
partner Banks:
Judge Banks was my law partner for five years, early in our
careers, and he remains a good friend. To this day, as I near
the end of my career as an attorney, I miss his presence, his
integrity, his kindness and wisdom. I will also always recall
him as a person of high moral character, principled. I trust
him, and I never have had reason to question that trust.
Whenever I was unable to decide on the next step in a
litigation I said to myself, “walk up the hall and run it by
Fred.” Invariably, he listened carefully, paused for a few
moments, and then answered: “ It seems to me Mel that the
best course of action would be to ….” He was my go-to
guy when I was on the fence. Invariably, after a few minutes

362

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE LAW REVIEW

[VOL. 40:3

conferring with him, I found myself agreeing with him and
finally able to move forward.
Gradually, the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund began
to end its support for Banks’s law office so that it would be put on the same
footing as other law offices which acted as cooperating lawyers in other
states. Also, by the end of 1970, Mel Leventhal and John Nichols had been
licensed in Mississippi and operated under the firm name Anderson Banks
Nichols and Leventhal in the order that they became Mississippi licensed.
During this period, John Nichols was primarily doing other than Civil
Rights work, including commercial and property law. Reuben Anderson
was doing personal injury and some minor criminal work.
Banks participated in school desegregation, housing and
employment discrimination, voting rights and other civil rights cases as
well as general law practice. He was town attorney for the Town of Fayette
from 1970-1975.
NAACP National President Derek Johnson knows of Banks’s work,
particularly in the area of school desegregation suits:
Fred Banks did incredible work in the early seventies in
school desegregation work by the private sector. He was the
counsel of record in about 80% of all such cases that were
filed in the face of enormous resistance. His returning to
Mississippi after law school to take on these cases is an
example of his commitment to the concept of equal
protection under the law to ensure that justice was afforded
to all.
As a measure of Banks's respect in the community, he was
appointed to a bi-racial committee created by Mayor Russell Davis to
investigate the Jackson State shootings in 1970. 4 The committee was
charged with interviewing people and issuing a report to Mayor Davis.
I raised Banks’s name at a meeting of the W.E. Gore Jr. Coffee Club
and received the acknowledgement that even though Banks’s civil rights
work was displeasing to some, he was respected and admired by members
of the bar from across the political spectrum. Club member G. Garland
Lyell mentions a conversation that makes clear the role that Banks played
in the movement:

4

The author is grateful for the helpful research assistance provided by State Law
Librarian Stephen Parks who was formerly an Assistant Law Librarian at the Mississippi
College School of Law. Hereinafter he will be cited as “Parks–State Law Librarian.”
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Tom Royals was an experienced defense attorney in Jackson
who handled some civil rights cases. Tom stated it was the
understanding of all the attorneys who did civil rights work
and who were going before a U.S. District Court Judge in
Jackson that they better run their pleadings by Fred Banks
for his review and advice before they filed with the Court.
All knew Fred Banks to be the go-to expert on matters of
Federal Civil Procedure.
In 1975 Banks decided to run for the Mississippi House of
Representatives because the opportunity had been created by litigation
handled primarily by Frank Parker with the help of Henry Kirksey, a
demographer and Civil Rights activist. In that year, the United States
District Court required legislative districts to be single member districts in
Hinds and Harrison Counties–later made statewide in 1978. That decree
created three single-member districts in Hinds County which were majority
African American. Because of his activities in the community–political as
well as legal–Banks was well known and a likely candidate for one of those
districts. By this time Banks had been President of the Jackson Mississippi
NAACP for five years and was chair of a political association known as the
Political Action League.
Indeed, Banks was elected from Hinds County and made his way to
the State Capitol in 1976. Service in the House of Representatives in 1976
was not easy for an African American legislator. Banks recalls:
Our (African American legislators) very election brought
some change in the House of Representatives. A month
Before we took office, the House of Representatives had, for
the first time, hired an African American, Hillman Frazier,
now Senator Hillman Frazier, to serve in the House drafting
office where bills to be entered by members are composed.
Also, for the first time, a Sergeant at Arms was an African
American. Prior to that time, the only African American
employees were relegated to menial tasks. Indeed, that was
not unusual throughout State government.
Committed to being a change agent and to shaking up the status quo,
Banks, as one of his first acts, wrote a letter to each State agency requesting
a report on the employees of that agency by race and job description. Banks
notes:
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The responses came, and they were not surprising. The very
first report came from the Secretary of State’s office. I was
not surprised at that time that there were no non-white
employees in the Secretary of State’s office. Nor was it
surprising that almost all of the State’s offices and
institutions had no African American employees other than
those who were performing menial and outdoor jobs.
Indeed, one of my campaign slogans was that my
constituents knew more people, working for the City of
Chicago and the State of Illinois than the City of Jackson
and the State of Mississippi.
Committee assignments are important in the life of a legislator. It
was logical that in addition to his other committee assignments, Banks was
assigned to the Judiciary A Committee. Banks entered the fray of
committee work due to an election challenge:
The very first task of that Committee was to conduct an
election contest brought against a newly elected
Representative from Marshall County, Ralph Doxey. The
hearing took a couple of weeks, but ultimately, the contest
failed and Mr. Doxey was seated. Sonny Meredith was
Chair of that committee. We had a good relationship over
the years, even though we did not always see eye to eye.
Later, Banks was appointed as the Chair of the Judiciary B
Committee and the House Ethics Committee and was selected as the Chair
of the Legislative Black Caucus. When Banks became Chairman of the
House Ethics Committee in 1980 he was only the second black committee
chairman since the 1890s. 5
The first bill Banks introduced was HB 192 to “Allocate sum from
sales tax collection to municipalities for street maintenance,” but it died in
committee.6 He was ahead of his time with that proposed legislation. A
longstanding legislative project of Banks’s was to create a “Jackson
Convention and Visitors Bureau.” After Banks repeatedly proposed such
legislation, H.B. 216 was approved and signed into law in 1984. Banks is
responsible for milk being named as Mississippi’s beverage with the
passage of H.B. 488, which he authored in 1984. In 1980 Banks introduced
a resolution calling for a portrait of Medgar Evers to be hung in the Capitol;
Banks also routinely spoke out against the Open Primary system as a
5
6

Parks–State Law Librarian.
Id.
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legislator; and in 1980 when the Legislative Black Caucus was formed,
Banks was selected to serve as the first Vice-Chairman.7
Political author and commentator Jere Nash followed the legislative
career of Banks and noted that he was a political activist at the local, state,
and national levels. Nash included the following bit of history, which he
shared with Jim Shelson in an article about Banks’s Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Mississippi Bar:
I offer two little known accomplishments from his political
career. In the fall of 1976, Fred was co-chairman of Jimmy
Carter’s presidential campaign in Mississippi, along with
Danny Cupit. In a great bit of television theater, late into
election night, it was Mississippi that put Carter over the top
in the electoral vote count. Fred and Danny crafted and
nurtured the winning coalition for Carter in the state that
year, the last time Democrats won a presidential election in
Mississippi. When Fred and his two colleagues were first
elected to the state House of Representatives in 1975, they
joined Robert Clark as the first African-American legislators
since Reconstruction. But it was on the morning of February
11, 1982, the day after Speaker Buddie Newman had
infamously killed Governor Winter’s education reform
initiative, that Fred took to the well of the House in a point
of personal privilege and explained for all to hear what
Newman had done. Fred and Robert Clark were the only two
legislators to speak out against Newman, and their message
of outrage helped to set the stage for enactment of the
Education Reform Act later in December.
Ground-breaking political pioneer Robert G. Clark, Jr., was the first
modern day African American to be elected to serve in the Mississippi
Legislature. He took his seat in the House of Representatives in 1968–the
year Banks graduated from law school–and was named Chair of the
Education Committee in 1977 early in Banks’s tenure in the House.8
Undoubtedly, Representative Clark was a mentor and inspiration to Banks.
Representative Clark in his 36 years of continuous service dealt with many
issues and interacted with a variety of political figures. Representative
Clark captures insightfully the demeanor, personality, and character of
Banks that was evident during all phases of Banks’s professional life when
he offers:
7
8

Id.
Id.
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During my 36-year tenure in the Legislature, Fred Banks
was one of the brightest minds and smartest legislators.
Even in the Legislature where emotions often run high, Fred
was always very deliberative in crafting legislation and
level-headed during debate of controversial issues.
Hinds County Supervisor Credell Calhoun was one of the early
African American legislators and a colleague of Banks in the House of
Representatives. He offered this insight into their work in that era:
Fred Banks has worked tirelessly in the community to help
with progress in the black community and others in general.
In the legislature Fred was known as the ‘young Turk”;
when he spoke everybody listened. Again, Fred continued
his work in the Legislature for the State of Mississippi, and
as a Judge he was the type of person who was fair and
wanted justice for all.
Representative Thomas Reynolds from Charleston is a veteran in
the House of Representatives and has seen many of his colleagues come
and go. He offers this observation of Banks’s role in the House of
Representatives and the manner in which he exercised his leadership:
Fred Banks was a great committee chairman and a great
House member. He let everyone have input and was open to
trying new and better ways of doing things. His integrity was
unquestioned.
Presiding Justice Leslie King on the Mississippi Supreme Court
entered the Mississippi House of Representatives in 1980 when Banks was
in his second term. He recalls Banks’s modus operandi:
Fred Banks was very interesting to work with in the
Legislature. What impressed me the most was how Fred
Banks was the voice of reason no matter what was
happening or no matter how contentious the issue was. Fred
Banks was a consistent advocate for following the rules of
the legislative process. This same trait he carried over to his
service in the judiciary where he, in a thoughtful and
impartial way, always followed the rules of the judicial
process.
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There is no political figure who has “been around the block” more
than Senator Hillman Frazier who represents Hinds County.
A
groundbreaking figure in his own right, Senator Hillman began his service
in the Capitol in 1975 in the Legislative Drafting Office until he was elected
to the House of Representatives in 1980 where he served until his election
to the Senate in 1993. Thus, Senator Hillman and Banks were together in
the Capitol for the entirety of Banks’s legislative service. However, their
relationship began much earlier and evidences the mutual respect and
regard these two political giants have for each other. Senator Hillman
recalls:
I first met Justice Banks when I was a senior in college. I
did an internship with his law office when he practiced on
Farish Street with Justice Anderson. He became a lifelong
mentor. I also had the privilege of working with and serving
with Justice Banks when he was a member of the Mississippi
House of Representatives. I drafted his first bill when he
was first elected to the House. Justice Banks was a member
of the Mississippi House of Representatives who worked
tirelessly to move this State ahead. He always saw the big
picture. I have had the privilege of working with many
legislators over the years, and none worked harder or
smarter than Justice Banks. I would rate him in the top five
percent of all legislators in the history of this State. We owe
Justice Banks a debt of gratitude for being an outstanding
role model and mentor and for his years of selfless service.
Similar to other members of the State Legislature, which met only
three months of the year, Banks maintained an active law practice and
routinely appeared in State and Federal court. He was known for being a
well-prepared litigator who thoroughly researched his cases.
I found interesting the discussion of Banks’s legal work in the
Federal case of Beamon v. City of Ridgeland, Mississippi,9 tried before U.S.
District Court Judge Tom Lee. Banks had earlier been successful in
bringing a Civil Rights suit under the provisions of Section 14 of the Voting
Rights Act of 196510 and of the Civil Rights Attorney’s Fee Awards Act of
197311 and was now seeking attorney’s fees. Banks was initially the lead
counsel but had to withdraw from active representation in the case when he
9

666 F. Supp. 937 (S.D. Miss. 1987).
42 U.S.C. 1973l(e).
11
42. U.S. C. 1988.
10
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moved to the Circuit Court bench in 1985. Afterwards, attorneys Elliott
Andalman, Isaac Byrd, Jr., and James Craig continued the case to secure
attorney’s fees. Judge Lee donned his green eye shade and took out a sharp
pencil and pad as he worked through billing rates and hours expended.
Ultimately, he concluded that Banks should receive fees at the rate of $90
per hour coupled with a time investment of 102 hours for a total of $9,180.
I suspect that this amount was welcomingly received by Banks in 1987
while he sat as a circuit court judge some time removed from the original
litigation.
FALL SEASON–THOUGHTFUL YEARS ON THE BENCH
Circuit Court
The transition to judicial office came in 1985 after Banks had served
for ten years in the Mississippi House of Representatives. Banks described
his thought process as he prepared for the next season in his professional
life:
I enjoyed my time in the legislature, and it was with some
hesitation that I left. When Reuben (Anderson) was
appointed to the Supreme Court, however, it was clear that,
at least for a while, there would be no African American
Circuit Court Judge in the State. It was a position that I
thought that I could fill and enjoy the work. So, despite the
fact that I was in the midst of changing my law practice and
joining a new practice, I sought the position that Reuben was
vacating. I had public support, and ultimately Governor
Allain appointed me. My friend and then neighbor Alice
Clarke took my seat in the House of Representatives, and
she is still there.
Banks offered these comments upon being appointed to the Circuit
Court:
I am elated. I am thankful that enough people had enough
confidence to support me and the Governor had enough
confidence to appoint me. I am looking forward to the
challenge, and I hope to do a good job. I will try to expedite
the process of litigation so the people who use the court are
best served.12
12

Parks–State Law Librarian.
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Banks had little time to reflect on his appointment. His first case as
a Circuit Judge was a civil suit involving a woman who alleged she was
manhandled by a local grocery store security guard. He was sworn in at
noon and less than two hours later was presiding over that first trial. 13
W.E. Gore, Jr. Coffee Club member Robert Murphree engaged in a
general practice and handled a wide variety of cases for litigation. He
summed up succinctly how Banks was regarded as a Circuit Judge:
Judge Banks was a very good circuit judge. He would work
and try cases. An attorney could get a case tried and get a
decision. His work ethic was admirable.
Attorney George M. Simmerman recalls a motion hearing before
Judge Banks in 1990 which evidences Banks’s judicial demeanor:
He was very engaging and asked great and penetrating
questions. After the hearing and despite the outcome, he
complimented counsel for thorough and thought-provoking
arguments. Most impressive!
Veteran litigator Merrida Coxwell offered this observation
stemming from his appearances before Banks in Hinds County Circuit
Court:
As a Circuit Court Judge, Fred Banks had the calm
temperament like undisturbed water. He listened and was
thoughtful in his decisions. Judge Banks never embarrassed
or derided any attorney presenting a case. It was a pleasure
to practice before him.
Supreme Court
Banks served on the Mississippi Supreme Court from his
appointment to the appellate bench in 1991 until he resigned from the Court
in 2001. He was regarded as a “workhorse judge” who took great pains to
ensure that his work on the Court was fair, considered, and thorough.
Dean Mary Miller, now an assistant dean at Mississippi College
School of Law, was a law clerk to Justice Michael Sullivan on the
13

Id.
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Mississippi Supreme Court when Banks was appointed by Governor Mabus
to succeed Justice Anderson on the Court. She shares her remembrance of
Banks:
My introduction to Justice Banks came when I prepared a
memo for a case which was assigned to Justice Sullivan.
The case involved the interpretation of a statute which had
been recently enacted. Other jurisdictions which had
interpreted a similar statute had taken one of two
approaches. I detailed the two approaches in my memo and
ultimately concluded which interpretation I thought the
Mississippi Legislature had intended for Mississippi’s
statute. After my memo was circulated to other justices on
the Court, I learned from Justice Banks, who had been a
member of the Mississippi Legislature when the bill that
became the statute was enacted, that I had chosen the wrong
interpretation. It was a lesson about legislative history that
I have carried into my Legal Research classes. I tell my
students that reaching out to a member of the Legislature is
sometimes the best way to determine legislative intent for a
statute.
As a law clerk and as an employee of the Mississippi
Supreme Court for nine years, I very much appreciated the
thoughtful and considered approach to deciding cases and
making administrative decisions that Justice Banks brought
to the Court. His voice was one of calmness and reason, and
his decisions were always just.
Each judicial chamber has its own culture and personality that is
created, shaped, and maintained by the judge. I turned to Banks’s then
judicial assistant (JA) Ms. Dorothy Cook, who now works in the Clerk’s
office, for her take on Banks:
He loved and enjoyed his work while on the court. He was
a hard worker, and therefore, his staff had to work hard to
keep pace with him. I am appreciative of the hard work, and
I am sure his former law clerks are too because it translated
into good work ethics and prepared us for future endeavors
after we left his employment.
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The judge has a special relationship with and impact on the lives of
the judge’s legal clerks. Former clerk Tony Gaylor recalls his days as a
judicial clerk for Banks:
My fondest memories of Justice Banks occurred while
clerking for him and witnessing the extremely long hours he
would clock just to make sure that his research and opinions
were thorough and well thought out. It instilled a
commitment to excellence in me as a young, aspiring
attorney.
Although he worked extremely hard, he
maintained an incredible sense of humor that created a
pleasant working environment for his clerks, judicial
assistants and colleagues. Perhaps most importantly, Justice
Banks taught me that an attorney had a higher commitment
to truth, justice and objectivity than the average citizen.
Therefore, we had a responsibility to educate the public
about the justice system while maintaining a high level of
professionalism.
Rayford Chambers, who now practices with Tony Gaylor at
Chambers and Gaylor Law Firm PLLC, offered this observation:
Justice Banks is an exceptionally gifted attorney, whom I
had the privilege to clerk for and learn from. Justice Banks's
notable skills and talents advanced my law career, and I am
forever grateful. His dedication to the profession transcends
our local community.
The character or personality of any court derives from the collective
personalities and character of its members. During Banks's time on the
Supreme Court, there were some strong personalities among the justices
which produced some divisions and tensions. However, Banks was
uniformly respected and appreciated by his judicial colleagues. Following
are comments on Banks’s judicial service from some of his fellow justices
who served with him.
Former Supreme Court Justice Chuck McRae, now in private
practice, also came on the bench at the Mississippi Supreme Court in 1991
and reflects on their time together:
I have personally known Justice Banks as a lawyer, circuit
judge and a justice on the Supreme Court of Mississippi. We
both became justices at the same time. Justice Banks has
always been a student of the law and always conducted
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himself in a professional manner. He was always one of the
hardest working justices on the Court. He was evenhanded
in his deliberations. He was a class act as a judge and
person. I have the highest regard for him as a justice and
person. I miss his deep-boiled fried turkey at Christmas
time.
Former Chief Justice Jim Smith, now of counsel with Ogden &
Associates, opines:
Justice Fred Banks is one of the most intellectual members
of the Bar that I have had the pleasure of knowing and
working with. His character is beyond reproach, and his
compassion for others in need of representation in our courts
has always been one of the primary focuses in his practice
of law.
From former Chief Justice William L. “Bill” Waller:
I served on the Supreme Court with Fred from 1998-2001.
He was a brilliant justice of impeccable integrity, a
dedicated work ethic and the collegial demeanor required for
an appellate court. He was in the office every workday. His
staff was well managed. He provided useful input and
discourse on all important issues before the Court. He was
always available to discuss a case, and he frequently
followed up the discussion with a lengthy email complete
with original research. He provided outstanding service to
the Judicial Branch of Government.
U.S. District Court Judge Michael Mills is a veteran of the
Mississippi Legislature and the Mississippi Supreme Court and recalls his
former colleague:
Fred Banks was a model of dedication to the law. Always
prepared. A good writer. He did not try to shape an opinion
to fit a certain outcome. He let the law and the facts lead
where they may. And wrote his opinions accordingly. This
is the mark of a good judge.
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Cases During Banks’s Tenure on the Supreme Court
According to statistics supplied by Assistant Dean Mary Miller,
Banks wrote the majority opinion in 374 cases, the concurring opinion in
184 cases, and the dissenting opinion in 245 cases. 14 Banks’s most cited
opinion–522 times–is the criminal case of Brown v. State whose
introductory paragraph reads:
We have for review a petition for post conviction relief in
which it is claimed that the wording of a re-sentencing order
on remand revoked parole eligibility and subjected the
defendant to multiple prosecutions and punishments for the
same crime in violation of his Fifth Amendment right to be
free from double jeopardy. We conclude that the trial court
had no authority to revoke parole eligibility and did not do
so and that the defendant was not subjected to multiple
prosecutions or punishments. Accordingly, we affirm.15
One of the most striking and prescient concurring opinions Banks
authored in 1998 dealt with a case on the Mississippi Gulf Coast where a
private citizen and five co-plaintiffs sued the Harrison County Board of
Supervisors regarding the flying of the “Confederate Battle Flag” in an
eight flag historical display. 16 The Court held that the flying of the flag did
not deprive any citizen of the State of any constitutionally protected right. 17
Banks concurred with the majority on the narrow holding but debunked the
notion that the flag was an official State flag and went on to offer this
opinion:
I have no qualms with preserving history. Such symbols as
the Confederate flag and the Nazi swastika are appropriate
in museums, exhibits and the like. I do not believe, however,
that it is appropriate public policy to continue to fly the
Confederate battle flag at government facilities. To continue
to do so under the shibboleth of "preserving tradition"
readily lends itself to negative connotations that, with good
reason, offend a large number of Mississippi citizens —
sending a message that their feelings do not matter. One can
14

Statistics supplied by Mississippi College School of Law Assistant Dean and
Law Librarian Mary Miller based on Lexis and Westlaw searches.
15
731 So. 2d. 595 (Miss. 1999).
16
Daniels v. Harrison Cty. Bd. of Sup’rs, 722 So. 2d 136 (Miss. 1998).
17
Id.
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only wonder what role such divisiveness plays in the
problems which continue to plague our state.
That said, I agree with the majority here and the Hunt court
that the judiciary is not the avenue to effectuate the removal
of the Confederate battle flag from public property. Instead,
Mr. Daniels and others like him who are compelled to voice
their objection to the battle flag should look to the legislature
because the legislature is the primary expositor of this state's
public policy. If, by its choice of symbols, the legislature
announces a public policy of insensitivity to persons still
reeling from the effects of hundreds of years of a pernicious
system of oppression based upon race, so be it. The world
should and will take note.18
I can imagine that these words resonated with Banks when on
January 11, 2021, the newly designed Mississippi State Flag first flew over
the State Capitol following a referendum in which 73% of Mississippians
approved the Magnolia design. Banks’s work with a variety of community
and historical groups and organizations doubtlessly helped prepare the way
for this historical move.
One has to admire the clear, concise writing style Banks employed.
A classic example is the opening paragraph authored by Banks in the Lois
W. Rhodes v. State of Mississippi murder case from Winston County:
This murder case presents the always perplexing
circumstance that the victim and the accused were the only
persons present when the wrongful act is alleged to have
occurred. Further complicating this case is that the
prosecution did not ensue until many years after the event.
In the end, the question is whether there was sufficient
evidence upon which a reasonable rational fact-finder could
conclude that the defendant was guilty beyond a reasonable
doubt. We conclude that there was and find no other error
requiring reversal. Accordingly, we affirm. 19
Banks dealt with a number of contentious criminal cases early in his
tenure on the Court where positions on either side of the question were
strongly held. One such instance was the Irving v. State20 murder case from
18

Id. at 140-41 (Banks, J., concurring).
676 So. 2d 275, 276 (Miss. 1996).
20
618 So.2d 58 (Miss. 1992), rehearing denied June 3, 1993.
19
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Pontotoc County where Circuit Court Judge Neal Bigges presided at the
trial and the lineup of defense appellate attorneys included Rob McDuff,
Jane Tucker Lambert, and Jim Craig. The office of Attorney General Mike
Moore represented the State. Banks offered this introductory statement:
Ineluctably bound by decisions of the United States
Supreme Court pronouncing the circumstance in question
offensive to the Eighth and Fourteenth Amendments to the
Constitution of the United States and our statutes
commending the weighing process to the time honored jury
process, we remand for resentencing. 21
It was followed by this holding:
As this Court is statutorily powerless to reweigh, as well as
unable in good faith to analyze the facts of this case under a
harmless error paradigm, we are left with one option:
remand for a new sentencing.22
The many business, property, domestic, and insurance cases might
seem tame compared with such contentious criminal cases, but Banks gave
all his cases the same careful thought, detailed analysis, and thorough
research that each deserved and offered his opinions in a remarkably clear
and concise fashion.
The late MC Law Professor Jeffrey Jackson eloquently summed up
the style and character of Banks’s judicial service with these words in his
endorsement letter of Banks to the American Inns of Court:
Justice Banks was the member of no faction. He served as
a thoughtful and neutral adjudicator of disputes, giving
justice without regard to the wealth of the litigant or lack
thereof. His adjudication is marked by its fairness, and
exemplifies the best notions of an ordered society governed
by a rule of law.23
Farewell to the Supreme Court
Former Chief Justice Edwin Pittman was the Chief Justice in the
latter portion of Banks’s service on the Supreme Court while Banks was a
21

Id. at 59.
Id. at 62.
23
See Appendix V.
22
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presiding justice and offered this observation at the time Banks was leaving
the Supreme Court in 2001:
It's been a pleasure to serve with him. I've served with him
his entire tenure on the court. He is an extremely hard
worker. He is extremely knowledgeable about the law, and
he is a diligent researcher. I've often said about him that he
is a purist. He has chaired the Rules Committee and still
does. He was in line to be the next chief justice. It's going to
be a real loss for the Supreme Court. 24
More recently, Chief Justice Pittman offered this
recollection of Banks and his service on the Mississippi Supreme
Court:
The very excellent former jurist Fred Banks, he–more or
better than any jurist I served with–had a precise
understanding of the concept “beyond a reasonable doubt.”
I respected his knowledge of the law and his careful
application of the law. He was very studious, always polite,
very careful in carrying out his duties, and a delight to serve
with.
In spite of being in line to be the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court,
Banks chose to leave the Court prior to the end of his term:
It would have been a great honor to serve the State as chief
justice, but it is not really an honor that I looked forward to.
I don't relish the ceremonial and administrative aspects of
that job. I prefer to spend my time dealing with legal issues.
The prospect of being chief justice did not play a significant
role in my decision.25
Banks acknowledged that economic considerations and
opportunities were part of the motivation to leave the Supreme Court and
that he had received inquiries and offers to return to private practice. He
offered:
24

This quote is taken from a September 28, 2001 Press Release prepared by
Mississippi Administrative Office of Courts Public Information Officer Beverly Pettigrew
Kraft announcing Banks’s plan to leave the Supreme Court and may be found in its entirety
at https://courts.ms.gov/news/2001/09.28.01banks.php and hereinafter referred to as
“Press Release 2001.”
25
Press Release 2001.
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I do enjoy what I'm doing, but I don't want to be here five or
six years from now saying “I wish I'd tried something
else.”26
Banks’s handsome portrait shown at Appendix II is on display in
the Gartin Justice Building along with those of his predecessors and
colleagues. Presiding Justice Jim Kitchens from Crystal Springs offered
these words at the dedication and hanging of the portrait of the Justice he
described as being a “brilliant jurist of incredible intellect”:
Justice Banks’s portrait will stand here as a memorial to the
great work that he did and that he continues to do as a
member of the bar.
WINTER SEASON–WISE AND SEASONED LITIGATOR AND BUSINESS
ADVISOR
Banks resigned from the Mississippi Supreme Court in 2001 to join
the Phelps Dunbar (hereinafter “Phelps”) regional law firm with offices
from Raleigh to Dallas and with a significant presence on the Gulf Coast.
Their London office adds an international flavor to their work. Practice
areas at Phelps range from Admiralty to Tax involving industries ranging
from Agribusiness to Health Care. This firm was a perfect fit for Banks
who, through his legislative and judicial work, had examined multiple and
varied legal issues and questions. He practiced in the areas of commercial
litigation, alternative disputes resolution, legislative and governmental
relations, and appellate law. During his time at Phelps, Banks was routinely
listed in The Best Lawyers in America.
Phelps senior partner Reuben Anderson reflected on having Banks
as a fellow partner:
Justice Banks and I have shared an amazing lifetime
connection. In the 1960’s we were Civil Rights lawyers
together. In the 70’s we were law partners. In the 80’s and
90’s we served Mississippi as Circuit Judges and Supreme
Court Justices. And for the last 20 plus years we have been
law partners, again.

26

Press Release 2001.

378

MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE LAW REVIEW

[VOL. 40:3

Luther Munford is now with the Butler Snow law firm but was a
partner with Banks at Phelps for 12 years. However, his recollection of the
personality and character of Banks extends for a far greater period:
Fred and I have been friends for more than 50 years. We
first met when his office on Farish Street helped me with a
college paper. I chaired the committee that recommended
him to Governor Mabus for a judicial appointment and was
his partner from the time he left the Court in 2001 until 2013.
Fred is the most modest smart lawyer I know. One measure
of the respect his fellow justices had for him is that they put
him in charge of the court’s rules committee. I share that
respect. He is the closest thing I ever had to a big brother in
the practice of law. Whenever I presented an argument to
him, I knew his first words were going to be, “Well, but what
about …” It was usually a humbling experience, but one
that benefited our clients a great deal.
Banks was a significant figure in the business community–
particularly agribusiness. He was noted for his service on the Board of
Directors of Sanderson Farms which recently announced plans to be
purchased by Cargill and Continental Grain with pending regulatory
review. Recently, Banks decided that he would be leaving his Board
position with the 2022 Board meeting. Sanderson Farms President and
CEO Joe Sanderson lauded Banks in a press release dated October 25, 2021:
Fred Banks has been a valued independent member of the
Sanderson Farms Board of Directors since 2007. His
extensive legal experience as a practicing lawyer, judge and
legislator provided an important perspective in the
development and implementation of our governance best
practices. Fred is a tireless advocate and a respected leader
in Mississippi known for his commitment to diversity and
legal aid services for those in need. We were fortunate to
benefit from this expertise as he played a pivotal role in
shaping and supporting Sanderson Farms’ diversity, equity
and inclusion policies and practices. In every way, Fred has
been the embodiment of our company culture of mutual
respect, collaboration, trust, and fairness. We are grateful
for his important work in serving on our Audit,
Compensation and Nominating and Governance
Committees and for his invaluable contributions toward
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increasing long-term shareholder value. We will certainly
miss the considerable insight and wisdom he provided as a
Board member. We wish Fred and his family all the best…
Throughout his legal career, Banks was active in the legal
community. He taught a course at Mississippi College School of Law as
an adjunct professor, authored an article in the Mississippi College Law
Review on the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals,27 and has been an enduring
author for the Mississippi Civil Procedure Treatise, which is edited by
Mississippi College School of Law Professor Donald Campbell. Professor
Campbell describes Banks’s work for this authoritative legal treatise:
Justice Banks authors the chapter on Trial and Post-Trial
Motions in the Mississippi Civil Procedure Treatise
published by Thompson Reuters and available on Westlaw.
Justice Banks has been a contributor since the first edition
of the treatise in 1996 and has just submitted his yearly
update for this year's edition (the 25th). Justice Banks brings
his extensive experience both on the bench and in practice
to the chapter and provides a valuable resource for both
judges and lawyers on issues involving civil procedure.
Without authors like Justice Banks, the treatise would not be
possible. I cannot thank him enough.
In 1991 Banks served as President of the Charles Clark Inn of Court
in Jackson and remained active in this organization. In 2013 the Charles
Clark Inn of Court nominated Banks for its Fifth Circuit Professionalism
Award. The nomination packet contained letters from notable attorneys,
political figures, and judges and can be found at Appendix V. Six of these
luminaries have departed this earth, but this article preserves their
testimony and the testimony of those who remain. This remarkable
collection of endorsements captures nicely the respect Banks earned with
his legislative, judicial, and law practice service. This Appendix also notes
the many community organizations and initiatives Banks supported and
was a part of, such as serving as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Foundation for Mississippi History. Banks was selected for the Inns of
Court Professionalism Award, which was presented by Chief Judge Carl
Stewart of the Fifth Circuit.
The Mississippi Bar Foundation selected Banks for membership in
1995. Banks received the Professionalism Award from the Mississippi
27
Fred L. Banks, Jr., The United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit: A
Personal Perspective, 16 Miss. C. L. Rev. 275 (1996).
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State Bar, which was presented to him at the Annual Meeting of the
Mississippi Bar in July 2021. His Phelps law partner Jim Shelson authored
an excellent article in The Mississippi Lawyer that commented on Banks’s
receipt of this high honor.28
In the civic arena Banks has served on the National Board of
Directors of the NAACP since 1982 and was the long-serving Chair of its
Legal Committee; was appointed by the Chief Justice to serve as Chair,
Special Committee for Judicial Campaign Intervention; was appointed by
the Jackson Mayor as the Chair, Capital City Convention Center
Commission; appointed by the Governor as Chair, Advisory Commission
for the Mississippi Civil Rights Museum; is a Member of the Board of
Trustees for the Foundation for Mississippi History; served for eight years
as a member and then Chair of the Community Foundation for Greater
Jackson; was the Founding Chair and a member of the Board of Directors
for the Mississippi Center for Justice; and served as a member of the Board
of Trustees for St. Andrews Episcopal School.
Banks continued his lifelong work with the NAACP throughout his
years in private practice. NAACP National President Derek Johnson lauds
his service:
Judge Banks’s deep integrity shows in his life work in the
pursuit of justice and fairness. He is the longest serving
member of the National Board of Directors of the NAACP
and has been the Chair of the Legal Committee offering his
respected wisdom and experience to the leadership of the
NAACP. We are honored by his service and his
commitment to civil rights.
Banks’s political and public service, which includes service on
numerous boards, committees, commissions, and task forces, are too
numerous to include in the body of this article but are detailed in the
nomination packet at Appendix V.
One can readily see how Banks was so effective in his legal practice
with his broad background and experiences at his disposal and his extensive
network of colleagues, government officials, and fellow professionals
allowing him to connect on any issue.

28

Jim Shelson, 2021 Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient: Fred L. Banks, Jr.,
The
Mississippi
Lawyer
Vol
LXVII
No.
4
(Summer
2021),
https://www.msbar.org/MS_Lawyer/Summer%202021/index.html#p=39.
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Family Reflections
The Banks family has long been respected in the Canton and
Jackson communities and has a history of community and political
involvement and action. One senses the pride and admiration they have for
Banks.
Banks’s younger brother is Karl Banks who serves as the Madison
County Supervisor for District 4. He acknowledges the role Banks played
in his life as a youth and later in life:
Justice Fred Banks, Jr., is my older brother and was my
teacher as I was growing up. I learned everything from him
and still listen to his advice in my political career and life in
general. We have a close relationship and try to get together
weekly on the golf course and have many other family
gatherings.
Banks’s cousin Earle Banks–an attorney who now serves in the
Mississippi House of Representatives–captures the family pride when he
states:
Our family always stressed education at all costs and
sacrifice. Fred has been an example of this as shown by his
education, litigating cases for those ignored and abused by a
system of inequity and disdain for the respect of the common
man. Honorable Fred Lee Banks, Jr., has been a shining hero
and beacon in our family and others for current and future
generations to emulate. Best wishes to Cousin Fred on his
successes and this recognition!
Banks's daughter, Rachel, indicated that it was difficult for her to
put into words all that her father means to her and to her family and names
Banks as a “beautiful human being.” She offered these thoughts:
We were pulling up to the curb of a long-time favorite carryout in West Jackson. Those of us in the backseat wished
aloud for the people crowding the curb to move a little
further away. “They will learn after a while,” said my father,
knowing they were in no danger of getting hit, as well as
correctly calculating that they would move as the car got
closer. This is now an inside joke when some knowledge or
realization is just a little ahead of the person in question.
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It also represents the pragmatic-knowing and bright sidelooking wisdom of Fred Banks. He is a giant in our family
for his integrity, intelligence (in any area he has even remote
interest), excellence, and fidelity to his family, friends,
community, the State of Mississippi, and country. His quiet
confidence and gentle strength is matched by his humility.
We are so honored to be witnesses to (and beneficiaries of
the role-modeling of) his life-long learning, legal legacy,
and community work to improve equitable opportunities and
protections for us all. He always says he is just doing what
needs to be done. While I believe he appreciates being
recognized for having a role in Mississippi history, he never
wants it to be overstated or overshadowing any of the (often
unrecognized) others–before, alongside, and moving
forward–who teach, learn, strategize, sacrifice, clear paths,
collaborate, and create ways forward toward the best that we
can be as people and in community.
Banks’s son, Jonathan, knows clearly what motivates his Father and
offers this real life example of how his Father is guided:
If there is one thing that epitomizes my father—and I won’t
be surprised if you hear this from my siblings as well—it is
a quotation he’s had in his office for decades. On one side
of a stone is the engraved message, “When in doubt, do
what’s right. -Unknown.” In typical Fred Banks fashion, he
has printed out a correction and taped it to the other side: “If
you know what’s right, there should be no doubt. -Fred
Banks.” I may be middling the exact phrasing, but it is this
sentiment that drives my father. It’s never been about
wealth or notoriety, it’s simply about always doing what is
right.
Banks’s daughter, Gabrielle, is likewise incredibly proud of her
father’s work and the person that he is. She offers these loving comments:
Describing our father's contributions to our community and
our family in a few sentences is a tall order. He is a loving
and protective father who leads with integrity and attracts
people with integrity. As his child, it was clear to me that
our father did important work. As I recall, it was also clear
that the people our father worked alongside were people
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who often spoke about how they could serve others, protect
the rights of others, and ensure fair treatment of others. I
was not aware then, that this type of work was not ubiquitous
among lawyers and people in power.
Our father was appointed to the State Supreme Court when
I was three years old and ran for re-election to that post in
1995 when I was eight. That is when I became acutely aware
that my father was working in service of a goal that a large
group of people were opposed to and how his work as a civil
rights lawyer and leadership role within the NAACP were
not always favorably viewed. On the campaign trail, our
father made an obligatory speech at the Neshoba County
Fair. As he spoke, the attendees in the audience continued
to speak loudly in apparent disregard of his words and
presence. Their behavior was in stark contrast to the
audiences I had seen him receive and as a child coming into
an understanding of polite behavior. I cried to my mother
that the men were “so rude” to my father. I was an eightyear-old, appalled that the people in attendance did not show
our father the respect he was due. We discussed it on the
ride home, and in true Fred Banks, Jr., fashion, he shrugged
it off and conveyed that the audience’s behavior was to be
expected. He likely launched into one of his two-minute
history lessons of political history and race in the State of
Mississippi and added that rudeness in Neshoba County is
one of the lesser evils historically experienced by people that
looked like us in that space. That is how our father handles
these situations, with a rational acceptance of the state of
things and zero indication that he would stop fighting for
what is right just because it may be unpopular.
Now he would add here that he had carried Neshoba County
in 1991 with the help of the lawyers from that county. He
makes sure that we and others know that he has not walked
this path alone and is a beneficiary of tremendous support
from friends and colleagues.
With all of his
accomplishments, I also know him as a doting and devoted
husband, the father who fixed my breakfast (occasionally
still does) and took me to school most mornings. He has
ingrained in us a love for public radio and the music of
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Gladys Knight. He is our quiz show viewing partner, tennis
coach, gumbo and fried turkey king, editor, and biggest fan.
Banks’s wife Dr. Pamela Gipson Banks shares her insights into their
married life and into their relationship in poignant fashion:
I have tremendous admiration for my husband, Fred, of 44
plus years for his exceptional abilities and attributes. I have
been in awe of his intellect, his love for reading, his strong
sense of justice and his integrity for a very long time. His
analytical and problem-solving skills have always amazed
me. He is witty, devoted and well-respected by members of
both our families. He is generous with his time and talents,
often helping many members of our family. He used to say
jokingly that he married me for “my Mother’s cooking,” and
he probably did, because he is a great cook who cooks for
me all the time. I know him to be a loving father and a
terrific soulmate. I am grateful to God for sending this
extraordinary man to me, for he has made my life simply
wonderful! All my Love, Pamela.
CONCLUSION
One is awed by the range of Banks’s work and his contributions to
society, the law, and the State of Mississippi. All Mississippians and
countless others have had their lives affected by and often bettered by his
work as an attorney, legislator, community advocate, or judge.
Those who know Banks and have worked with him consistently
praise his work ethic, his calm and considered demeanor, and his attention
to detail. Even more so, they all speak of his intellect. District 94
Representative Robert Johnson from Natchez says it well:
Fred Banks is the smartest person I have ever known.
Mississippi Supreme Court Presiding Justice Jim Kitchens’s
relationship with Banks goes back to the days when Banks was practicing
law at his Farish Street office and has a valuable historical perspective. He
opines:
It has been my privilege to know Justice Fred Banks for well
over fifty years. I first met him in an upstairs office on
Farish Street in Jackson where he was practicing law with
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the man I was there to see: my law school classmate Reuben
Anderson. All those years ago it would have been
inconceivable to us that any of the three—let alone all
three—eventually would serve as justices on our State’s
highest court. What if we three could have been Mississippi
Supreme Court justices at the same time? I like to think that
some things about our state might be a lot better. Setting
aside what might have been, when I think of Fred, two of his
main characteristics come quickly to mind: his integrity and
his intellect. The Fred Banks who has been my friend since
the 1960s not only is extremely smart, he also is thoroughly
honorable in every respect. I congratulate him for all that he
is and for all that he has achieved, and I wish him well in all
his future endeavors.
U.S. District Court Judge Carlton Reeves lauds Banks’s
contributions when he states:
His legal ability, commitment to public service, social
justice, and the work he’s done to make Mississippi better
are unmatched. He is an inspiration, not just to AfricanAmerican lawyers whose choices in the legal community
have been broadened because of his work, but to
Mississippi’s entire legal community.
E. Charlene Stimley Priester notes that Banks has been a consistent
and stalwart champion for justice throughout his professional years and
offered this conclusion:
Judge Banks is a living treasure and statesman.
Judge James E. Graves, Jr., who sits on the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Fifth Circuit, has shared judicial experiences with Banks as both sat
as Hinds County Circuit Judges and as Justices on the Mississippi Supreme
Court. He notes the role that Banks has played in his professional life:
I am blessed that over the years, Justice Banks has advised
me, supported me, and entered untrodden paths on my
behalf. I appreciate the firm and secure anchor of hope he
has instilled in me and so many others along the way. His
work in the Civil Rights Movement, his vigilance and
diligence as a member of the Mississippi legislature, and his
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outstanding work both as a trial judge and as a Mississippi
Supreme Court Justice are all evidence of his cerebral and
selfless nature. To my eyes, Justice Banks was the epitome
of all that a judge should be, and his continuing commitment
to public service and the needs of others serves as a
touchstone as I follow in his footsteps.
Banks’s lifelong professional partner Reuben Anderson sums up
Banks’s life by saying:
God has bestowed upon him a great intellect, profound
wisdom, and unwavering integrity. Most of my career I have
said Former Governor William Winter was the greatest
living Mississippian. Upon his (Winter’s) death in 2020,
without a doubt, that mantle now goes to Justice Fred Banks.
Fred L. Banks, Jr., is truly a Man for All Seasons. He has
weathered the storms of life, planted seeds that have germinated and
produced abundant fruit, toiled in the heat and cold, taken comfort in
pleasant days, loved his family, energetically and passionately pursued
justice for all, and used soundly the hours of day and night God afforded
him.
Well done in your life of service, Justice Fred L. Banks, Jr.
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APPENDIX I–TIMELINE FOR THE LIFE OF FRED L. BANKS, JR.
Timeline for Justice Fred L. Banks, Jr.
Year(s)

Events

1942

Fred L. Banks, Jr. was born in Jackson, MS, on September 1, 1942

1948-1958

Attended Holy Child Jesus & Holy Ghost Catholic School

1958-1960

Attended Lanier High School—was graduated in 1960

1960-1965

Attended Howard University—was graduated in 1965

1965-1968

Attended Howard Law School—was graduated cum laude in 1968

1968

Passed the Mississippi Bar Exam and was admitted to practice 11/11/68

1968-1985

Practiced law with the firm Anderson Banks Nichols & Leventhal

1971-1982

Served as President of the Jackson Branch of the NAACP

1975-1985

Served in the Mississippi House of Representatives

1978-1985

General Counsel, MS State Conference of NAACP Branches

1982-2022

Served on the National Board of Directors of the NAACP

1985-1985

Practiced law with Banks Owen & Byrd

1985-1991

Served as Circuit Court Judge, 7th Judicial Circuit

1991-2001

Served on the Mississippi Supreme Court
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Practiced law with the Phelps Dunbar Law Firm
Principal Honors

2003

Mississippi Supreme Court, Chief Justice’s Award

2010

Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree, Millsaps College

2013

Professionalism Award for Fifth Circuit from the American Inns of Court

2013

Mississippi Center for Justice, Champion of Justice

2019

Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree from Tougaloo College

2019

Professionalism Award, Capital Area Bar Association

2021
2022

Lifetime Achievement Award, Mississippi Bar Association
House Resolution 86 passed, which honored Banks for his receipt of the
2021 Lifetime Achievement Award by the Mississippi Bar
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APPENDIX II–SUPREME COURT PORTRAIT OF JUSTICE BANKS
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Appendix III–Press Release on the Occasion of Justice Banks’s Retirement
from the Mississippi Supreme Court

Supreme Court Justice Fred L. Banks Jr. announces he is stepping
down
September 28, 2001

Supreme Court Justice Fred L. Banks Jr. announced Friday that he is stepping down to
return to private law practice.
Banks, who has served on the Supreme Court for 11 years, will join the Jackson office of
the law firm of Phelps Dunbar LLP. Banks said he expects his retirement to be effective Oct.
31.
Banks, 59, a former legislator and trial judge, said Friday, "I'm certainly grateful to the
people who elected me and supported me for public office, which I have held for the last 26
years. I'm grateful for the opportunity to serve the people of the state of Mississippi. It's just
come to a point in my life where I think change would be beneficial to me. I've decided to retire
and return to private practice with the Phelps Dunbar law firm."
Supreme Court Chief Justice Edwin L. Pittman said, "It's been a pleasure to serve with him.
I've served with him his entire tenure on the court. He is an extremely hard worker. He is
extremely knowledgeable about the law and he is a diligent researcher. I've often said about
him that he is a purist.
"He has chaired the Rules Committee and still does. He was in line to be the next chief
justice," Pittman said. "It's going to be a real loss for the Supreme Court."
Banks and Pittman's terms expire at the end of December 2004. Pittman has said he does
not plan to seek another term.
The justice with the longest service on the court is chief justice. The chief justice is the head
of the court and handles administrative duties of the court in addition to hearing cases.
Banks said, "It would have been a great honor to serve the state as chief justice, but it is not
really an honor that I looked forward to. I don't relish the ceremonial and administrative aspects
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of that job. I prefer to spend my time dealing with the legal issues. The prospect of being chief
justice did not play a significant role in my decision."
Banks acknowledged that part of his decision to leave the court was based on economic
considerations. "There are opportunities out there that are attractive to people with judicial
experience."
Banks said he has received other inquiries and offers to return to private law practice for
the past three years.
"It was a difficult decision because I enjoy what I'm doing," Banks said. "I left the
Legislature with mixed emotions. I was really enjoying my service in the Legislature when the
vacancy occurred on the Circuit bench. It was very much with mixed emotions that I left the
Legislature and private practice to become a Circuit Judge almost 17 years ago. It was with
mixed emotions that I left the trial bench. The same is true with this court.
"I do enjoy what I'm doing, but I don't want to be here five or six years from now saying 'I
wish I'd tried something else,' " Banks said.
In 1975, Banks was elected to the Mississippi House of Representatives from Hinds
County. He was twice re-elected. During his tenure, he served as Chairman of the House Ethics
Committee, Chairman of the House Judiciary B Committee and Chairman of the Legislative
Black Caucus.
In February 1985, he was appointed Circuit Judge for the 7th Circuit District, which at that
time included Hinds and Yazoo counties. He was twice unopposed for re-election. In January
1991, Governor Ray Mabus appointed Banks to fill an unexpired term on the Mississippi
Supreme Court. Banks was elected to serve the remainder of that term in November 1991 and
re-elected to serve a full term in November 1996.
Banks has twice followed his former law partner, Reuben Anderson, into judicial positions.
Banks took the Circuit judgeship vacated by Anderson when Anderson was appointed to the
Supreme Court. When Justice Anderson returned to private practice, Banks was appointed to
the position that Anderson had held on the Supreme Court.
Banks will rejoin Anderson, who is a partner in the Phelps Dunbar firm.
"We were law partners from 1968 to 1977 and we will be law partners again," Banks said.
"Reuben and I have been lifelong friends. We have been friends since the fifth grade," Banks
said. "The prospect of joining him once again is a pleasant prospect."
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Banks said he will not participate in any matters before the court involving the Phelps
Dunbar law firm. He withdrew from participation in any matter involving the Phelps Dunbar
firm two weeks ago.
"That's when I agreed that I would accept an offer if one was made," Banks said.
Banks grew up in Jackson. After graduating from Lanier High School in 1960, he attended
Howard University in Washington, D.C. He received his undergraduate degree in Business
Administration and graduated cum laude from law school, second in his class, in 1968.
After admission to the Mississippi Bar, he began private practice in Jackson, initially
serving with other lawyers in his office as local counsel for the NAACP Legal Defense and
Education Fund. That office evolved into the firm of Anderson, Banks, Nichols and Leventhal.
Banks participated in school desegregation, housing and employment discrimination,
voting rights and other civil rights cases as well as general law practice. He was town attorney
for the Town of Fayette from 1970-75, consulting attorney to the Mississippi Association of
Educators and general counsel to the Mississippi State Conference of NAACP Branches.
Banks was president of the Jackson Branch of the NAACP from1971 through 1982 and
presently serves as a member of the National Board of Directors of the NAACP. He chairs the
legal committee and sits on the executive committee.
He serves on the Board of Visitors at Mississippi College School of Law, where he is an
adjunct professor of law, and on the board of directors of the Greater Jackson Community
Foundation. He served as a member of the Mississippi Board of Bar Admissions. He is a Fellow
in the Mississippi Bar Foundation. He is a member of the American Law Institute, a member
and former president of American Inns of Court, Charles Clark Inn, and of the Mississippi,
Hinds County, Magnolia, National, American, and District of Columbia bar associations.
Banks was co-director of the Mississippi Carter-Mondale presidential campaign in 1976.
He was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 1976 and 1980. He was appointed
by President Jimmy Carter to serve on the National Advisory Committee for the Education of
Disadvantaged Children as well as the Democratic National Committee Commission on
Presidential Elections. He has served on numerous state and local commissions and task forces
including the State Advisory Committee to the Commission on Civil Rights, the State Advisory
Commission on Substance Abuse, the Governor's Task Force on Drunk Driving, and the
Governor's Constitutional Reform Commission.

This article can be located at: https://courts.ms.gov/news/2001/09.28.01banks.php
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APPENDIX IV–PHOTO

Photo of Fred L. Banks, Jr. With His Law Partners at Phelps Dunbar

Left to Right:
W. Thomas Siler, Jr. (managing partner), Bridgforth Rutledge,
LaToya Merritt, Justice Fred L. Banks, Jr., Todd Butler, and Jason
Marsh
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APPENDIX V–NOMINATION PACKET

Packet Submitting the Nomination of Fred L. Banks, Jr., for the
Professionalism Award for the Fifth Circuit
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